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December 13, 1961 COPY NO. ~$f

AI’OMICENERffYCOMMISSION

PROBLEllSOF NUCLEAR TESTINGNEAR ENIWE~K

Note by the Secretary

1. The attachedexchangeof correspondencebetween the

Chairman and the Secretaryof the Interior is circulatedfor

the informationof the Commission.

2. The matter has been referredto the GeneralManager for

appropriateaction.

w. B. MCCOO1

Secretary
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENTOF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECdETARY
WASHIWN3N 25, D. C.

December 6, 1961

Dear Mr. Seaborg:

This aclmowlcdgesyour November2~letter regarding the
problems of nuclear testing near Eniwetok and Biklnl Atolls.

I am pleased to learn that you are exploringother means
and locationsIn the hope that it will not be necessary to
utilize Islandsin the Trust Territory. Your cooperationla
indeed appreciated.

Sincerelyyours,

/s/

Stewart L. Udall
Secretaryof the

~ig~;nn T. Seaborg

Atomic Energy Commission
Washington 25, D. C.

Interior
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UNITED STATES
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

November 27, 1961

Dear Mr. Udall:

I have consideredthe commentsmade by Mr. Carr in his
letter of November3.* You will recall that on November 2,
PresidentKennedy announced that the United States would make
necessarypreparationsfor atmospherictests of nuclear weapons
so as to be ready In case It becomes necessaryto conduct them
in order to maintain our superior capabilityfor the defense of
the Free World against any aggressor.

Further,he stated that no nuclear test would be conducted
by the United States for “so-called”psychologicalor political
reasons and should nuclear tests be deemed necessary to maintain
our responsibilitiesfor Free World security,they would be
undertakenonly to the degree that orderly and essential
scientificdevelopmentof new weaponshas reached a point where
effectiveprogress Is not possiblewithout such tests -- and
only within limits that restrictthe fallout from such tests to
an absoluteminimum.

We are very much aware of the problemswhich could be raised
if it became necessary to resume the use of Enlwetok and Biklnl
Atolls for nuclear testing, and are appreciativeof the responsi-
bilities of the Untted States toward the people of Mic&onesia
serving from our position as Administratorof the Trusteeship
Territory. We are exploring other means and locationsin the hope
that, in event it is necessary to conductatmospherictesting,.it
would not be necessary to ut$ltze Islands in the Trusteeship
TerritorY,and I sincerelyhope such means can be found.

Sincerelyyours,

/s/

Glenn T. Seaborg
Chairman

The HonorableStewart L. Udall
Secretaryof the Interior
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